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, Jane Eastham, dauqhter of  Robert  Hunt lngton and Ianet Holden was born
March 22, l8 l7 at  Chadesley Lancashi ie,  England. Of her ear ly gir lhood we
know very l i t t le, but her parents were well to do as they owned their own home
and a row of cottages that they rented as well as other property. She rm rr ied
John Eastham, who was an engineeron the rai l road, he was also a good provider.  They
had eleven chi ldren, Emma Iane, Eval ina,  Loulsa,  Edi th,  Cathron, Marenthia,  Al thera,
Merl in, Lenora, Iane, John Henry, and Betsy Ellen. Six of the gir ls grew to woman-
hood, They owned their own furniture store in England and Jane Eastham and the glr ls
took care of the store while the father was away.

Jane jo ined the Church of  ]esus Christ  of  Lat ter-day Saints lst  March 1839.
She with her husbandand four gir ls Chathron, l6 i  Marentha, 14; Merl in,  13;  and
Lenora , 12, emigrated from Leeds England sail ing 29th Apri l  1865 from Liverpool
on the ship Belle Wood under the direction of Wil l iam H. Sherman. The company
landed in New York I lune 1865 being six weeks on the ocean. They left New York
in a few days and fune lSth 1865 lef t  Wyoming; Nebraska in Captain Henson Walkers
Cornpany. John Eastham was made captain of  the lst  company, Robert  Pixton was
Chapl in and John Hammer,  was captain of  the guard.  The Engl ish Company arr ived
in Si I t  Lake August 12, 1865.

]ane and;'her famtly came direct to Grantsvi l le where their trpo daughters,
Emma Jane Ratcl i f fe and Louisa (Lucy) Mil lward and their husbands had sett led
in 1862. They l ived ln the home of James Ratcl i f fe had bui l t  for  h lmsel f  for  a t ime,
as soon as they could, they bought the ground that the Wrathall  and Knowlton homes
stand on and l ived in the home that Melvin Brim now l ives ln. (1949)

She was a very industr ious woman, an imaculate housekeeper,  and an
excellent cook. It  is said that you coulo eat off of her f loors, they had to be
scrubbed with sand unti l  the boards were white. She did not have straw under
her rag N9s, but great long str ips that were taken up so that the f loor could be
scrubbed. Her pots and pans shown unti l  you could see your face in them. The
great copper boiler was scrubbed weekly after wash day with vinegar and salt
and hung ln i ts place on the back porch. Her dish towels were white as snow
even though they had to oe washed on the board. She loved nlce things and kept
them so. She used to have what rn'as cal led a "cosey" i t  was a pretty quil ted si lk
c over for the tea pot with e brighi colored l inlng that she used cver the tea pot to
keep i t  warm. She was a most excel lent  cook and made al l  k inds of  fancy pastr ies,
the famous lernon tarts are a hanC me Cown recipe of Grandmother Eastham. She
and Ann Clarkwere very dear friends and they would exchange any new ideas of
cooklng whtch they both enjoyed. The conference visitors woulu always come to
her place to eat. Gra'rdfather would say "for your good cooklng". She entertained
many of  the GeneralAuthor i t ies.  Joseph F. Smlth always came to her place, he had
l ived fora t lme at  theirhome when he was ln Englandon a Mission. They were
very dear fr iends.

She was a very patient woman and when my grandfather, r, \ho was not qulte so
patient, would comeand tel l  her something he had seen or heard she would say,



"never mind, John, Iet  thee and me do r ight  and never mind what others say or do".

]ane l iastham was made lst C.ounselor to Mary Ann Hunter in the Relief
Society 4 Feb. 1875. Sarah Hale was 2nd Coun. Mary Cook Sec. and El izabeth Orr
Treas. They had 93 members in the Relief Society. ]ane was sustained as the
4th president of the Grantsvi l le Relief Soclety 6 March 1879 with Ann Clark and
Breta Felt as counselors. When Jane was president the Relief Society made overal ls
and jumpers and sold them to the Coop Store. Sister Clark would come to her
home and help cut them out and then others would come and help sew them. The
planting of the Mulberry Trees was also introduced in Grantsvi l le ln carrylng
out the instructions of Pres. Brigharn Young to have the si lk industry ln Utah.

She waq most k ind hearted, genial  and hospi table.  Her Grandchi ldren
remember her Pancake Tuesdays. Once a year we would al l  go to Grandma
Eastham's place for Paneake Tuesday ( an old English custom) we would eat
and eat our f l l l  they were the best ever, my mouth waters now to thtnk of them.
Sometlmes'when we went to her plece and stayed extra long she would say, "now
clri ldren you had beEer nip off for your home your mother wil l  need you. "
Many t lmes we have gone to her place to help cut the fruit to dry and we children
could cl imb up bn the shed and lay out the fruit on nice elean cloth for the fruit
to dry.

Grandmoiher brought some lovely pieces of silk good over from England
with her and she always had a silk dress for best wear and a pasley shawl and
pretty l i tt le bonnett made of lace and ribbons that t ies under the chin. She
always looked so nlce even when ready for bed she always wore a long sleeved
white nlght govm and a whlte night cap to rm tch. She iooked so pretty with her
whlte hair .

Grandmother and grandfather received their Endowments in the Endowment House
Dec. 15, 1858, and were sealed the same day.

Grandmother Eastham dled lune 22, 1889 preceeding her husband who died
Dec. 18, 1893. They are both buried in the Grantsvil le City Cemetary.


